Date: Sun, 15 Aug 1999 

Hello Mumma-Moomaw researchers, cousins, family and friends -

[If you don't care to receive future updates of this type, please send me a message and I will remove you from this distribution list.]

DATABASE STATUS -  I uploaded a revised Mumma database to the Web site today, August 16th.  It now contains 41,785 individuals. 

The principal changes for this update have been minor corrections for name spellings, dates, e-mail address changes, additions, etc.  

If you submitted changes, revisions or additions and they do not appear in this update or are incorrect, please let me know and I will attempt to correct the problem.

All of the people in the database are contained within 18 Trees as follows:

Tree Information

Indiv's Desc's REF#  Top Person & notes

------- ------ ----  ---------------

33545   21678    2   Leonard /Mumma/ b. ABT. 1694 (Original 1732 immigrant)

 3528    2341    1   Jacob /Mumma/ b. 1685-1690  (Original 1731 immigrant)

 1179     793   U21  Samuel /Muma/ b. 10 Sep 1784 (Canadian Mumas)

 1074     724    4   Peter /Mumma/ b. ABT. 1721  (Original immigrant)

  670     455   U7   David /Muma/ b. ABT. 1760 (Mewmaw spelling)

   *       *    U8   Christian /Mumma/ b. 29 Aug 1791 (Clark Co., OH)

  460     291   U30  Frederick /Mumma/ b. ABT 1770  

  416     247   U15  Frederick /Moomau/ b. 1 Apr 1796 (Moomau family)

  402     279   U28  John /Mumma/ b. 1790 (m. Catharine Ament)

  167     101  E1-K1 Clais /von Kettenis/ (European Mommas and Kettenis)

  137      96   U23  Jacob /Mumma/ b. 1811 (Fulton Co. PA Mummas)

   79      53   E2   Leonard /Momma/ b. 1580  (European Mommas)

   54      30   U27  John /Mumma/  (Germantown, Ohio Mumma family)

   46      23   U22  John /Mumaw/ b. ABT. 1787

   15      11   U25  Veryle Leroy /Mumma/ b. 1 May 1921

   10       5   U31  Christian /Mumma/ (Baltimore, MD)

    2       0    -   A /.Hog/ b. 1 Jan 1900 (my test individual)

    1       0    3   Johan Lorentz Momma, d. 1752 (original 1747 immigrant)

------- ------

41785   27127

* Note:  Because of a "cousin marriage" in this tree, the analysis program sums this branch's totals in the Leonard Mumma tree.

SURNAME FREQUENCY

Mumma[2454], Moomaw[1836], Mumaw[950], Muma[331], Mumau[318], Moomau[159], Mummau[133], Momma[126], Mumaugh[114], Mummah[93], Mewmaw[49], Mumah[40], Mummaw[17], Mooma[6]

MUMMA-MOOMAW landmarks

I don't know about you, but I many times will look up my surname in telephone directories when I visit other towns.  Even though there is access to telephone directories on the Internet, I still flip through the telephone books.  Likewise, whenever I get a see a map or receive an update to my map program, I am always scanning it to see if my surname is listed as a street or other physical landmark.  I thought some of you might be interested how some of these landmarks came to be and for which of our ancestors they are named.  I will discuss some of the landmarks that you might discover in future updates.  The most common landmarks are the town of Mummasburg in Pennsylvania; The Mumma Farm in the middle of the Antietam National Battlefield near Sharpsburg, Maryland; and Lake Moomaw in Virginia.  

For this update, a brief description of "Lake Moomaw" follows that was written for us by Bob Moomaw, the author of the Moomaw/Mumma book.

LAKE MOOMAW

Lake Moomaw came into being as a result of completion of Gathright Dam.  Gathright Dam came into existence as a result of the efforts of Benjamin Cline Moomaw, Jr.  Moomaw is known as “the Father of the Gathright Dam” in Virginia and national circles.

Gathright Reservoir, as it was originally called, was authorized by Congress in the Flood Control Act of 1946.  The project suffered several setbacks but initial construction was underway by 1967. In 1978, following the death of Mr. Benjamin Moomaw, the man whose efforts brought the project into the Alleghany Highlands, Congress renamed the area Gathright Dam and Lake Moomaw.  Construction was completed in 1981.

Lake Moomaw is located 43 miles from the mouth of the Jackson River, 19 miles north of Covington, Virginia.  From the dam, the lake extends 12 miles along the Jackson River.  At its normal recreational level of 1,582 feet above sea level, the lake covers a surface area of 2,530 acres and has a shoreline of more than 43 miles.  Lake Moomaw has been stocked with large mouth bass, bluegill, channel catfish, crappie, brown trout, and lake run rainbow trout.

Nestled in Virginia’s scenic Allegheny mountains, this area provides nearly year-round opportunities for boating, water sports, fishing, camping, picnicking, hiking, sightseeing, hunting and many other activities.

Benjamin Cline Moomaw, Jr. was born in Buena Vista, VA, and died on March 12, 1978.  For 37 years, he was active in Covington, VA and Alleghany County in helping the area’s economy by securing new industries and other facilities.  He was secretary of the Chamber of Commerce from 1924 until 1942 when he left the Covington area to work with the United States Department of Treasury selling war bonds.  He retired from that job in 1959 and returned to Covington and assumed his duties as executive vice president of the Chamber of Commerce.

For those interested in the genealogy of the Moomaw family, they descend from Leonard Mumma, born 1695-1700, died 7-1770, who arrived in America on 9-18-1732 from Rotterdam on the Ship Johnson with his wife Juliana and five children.  Leonard Mumma’s grandson, John Mumma was born 3-2-1750 in Lancaster Co PA.  John changed the spelling of his name from Mumma to Moomaw after migrating to near Amsterdam, VA in 1791.  John Moomaw and his wife, Anna Barbara Ranck, had 12 children, the first of whom was Christian Moomaw, born 12-16-1774 in Lancaster Co PA.  Christian was the great grandfather of Benjamin Cline Moomaw, Jr.

The end!!!!

================================================

Douglas M Mumma   

2123 Farmington Place

Livermore, CA 94550-6423

e-mail:    doug@mumma.org

Home Page: http://www.mumma.org
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