Mumma Family dies in Tornado near Pauline, NE


24 May 1903





Background





This is information from an e-mail message I sent to Donna Merkel dm51715@altell.net on 23 August, 2001.  Donna is a genealogist in Hastings, NE.





On July 28, 2001, the following message was posted on Washington County, MD Roots web board which caught my eye.





Source:   MDWASHIN-L@rootsweb.com


Subject:  Re: [MDWASHIN-L] John MUMMA





There were some Mumma's in and around Pauline Nebraska.  Early 1900s, they were all killed in a terrible tornado.





People still remember the storm and the Mumma's.  Their oldest daughter was having her engagement party/announcement supper and the storm killed everyone in the house.  Maybe as many as 20 or 25 people.





They were a well respected and popular farming family.





Ken Moore








I contacted Ken Moore for further information.  He gave me the name of a local resident to call (Lois Mohlmann).  I also discovered the following information on the Internet:





May 24, 1903: Campbell, Upland and Pauline, NE Tornadoes (14 fatalities)


Three tornadoes hit South Central Nebraska. One was on the ground from 13 miles southwest of Campbell into town. It killed 5 people in Campbell and injured 15. The second tracked from 10 miles north of Naponee to east of Upland. It hit a church near Upland killing the minister and two women. The third and strongest took a track from south of Bladen to north of Fairfield. It reached peak intensity near Pauline where it hit a farmstead and killed 6 people.





I then called Lois Mohlmann who lives in Glenvil and she read me the story that was written in the Pauline Centennial book (no current post office exists in Pauline).  It is a heart wrenching story as they were all killed when the tornado hit the farmhouse.  They were having a family "engagement party" for the daughter.  All in the house were killed, but not 20-25 Ken Moore remembered.





I then sent messages to the Hastings Public Library and to the Hastings Genealogical Society.  My message to the Genealogical Society was forwarded to Catherine Renschler achs@inebraska.com of the Historical Society.  Upon sending her $4, I received a photocopy of the 1903 newspaper article and following information.





I (Catherine Renschler) checked the tombstone index and found the following in Blue Valley Cemetery which is located near Ayr, NE.   (Pauline does not have a cemetery)





David Mumma  Co D 124 Regt Ill Inf.


             Jan 20, 1820 - Mar 2, 1887   


John, Josephine and Gertrude Mumma were also buried in this lot following the tornado.  They do not have a marker on their graves.  Possibly David is the father of John?





Adams County, NE Probate Index


Case # X-410


David Mumma


Probate:  case date 1890


Date of death: 4 Mar 1887


Heirs  - Mary Mumma, wife & John Mumma (son?)





A few days later, the Hasting Public Library reference librarian, Melodee Pedersen, responded a message about the 1930 Hastings newspaper article. She graciously sent me a copy of that article.  Her extraction of the article said:





I found an article in the May 10, 1930 Hastings Daily Tribune (our index and microfilm do not go back to 1903) that a tornado struck the Mumaw farm near Pauline.  All six people in the home were killed.  They were: John Mumaw 51, Mrs. Mumaw 47, Gertrude Mumaw 18, Ray Quig 21, Florence Palmer 19, and her brother John Palmer, 16 years old.  The story does go on to say that Gertrude Mumaw was engaged to Ray Quig and the Palmers were friends of the couple.  





Interesting that the 1930 newspaper article used the surname spelling of MUMAW. Surprising to me that the newspaper author did not check his facts better. 





This piqued my curiosity since I couldn't find this family in the MUMMA database and it is such a sad story.  I then decided I would try to find out more information about this family.





I noted that a David Mumma was buried in the same area of the cemetery as John Mumma and his family were buried plus his Civil War service was inscribed on his tombstone. It seemed likely they were father/son.  I then did an Internet search using his military service information and found him in the Illinois State archives as serving from the town of Colchester in McDonough County, IL.  This is not far from the county seat of Macomb.  A further search of the Illinois on-line records showed the marriage of a John Mumma to a Josie Mathena of McDonough County on 4 Nov 1875.





So now I knew the name of the town in which they lived in Illinois and the marriage date for John Mumma as well as his wife's maiden name.





Next, I checked the 1880 census for McDonough County, IL (I have the new LDS CD's for 1880) and found them listed with no problem.





David the father is 60 years old - was born in PA [est. b ~1820] 


His wife's name is Mary, 53 years - was born in PA [est. b ~1827 


A daughter by the name of Sarah A. Mumma, age 22 born in IL [est. b ~1858]





Also listed as living in the same household was:





John Mumma is listed as being 30 years old and born in PA [b. ~1850]


Josephine, his wife is 26 years old and born in IL [b. ~1854]


A daughter named Anna F. Mumma, 3 months old is listed born in IL. [b. ~1880]





So I now discovered an additional daughter for David the father and a daughter named Anna for the son, John.  I then searched the 1850 Pennsylvania census records for a David Mumma and got lucky.  Found one in Franklin County (next to Fulton County and on the Maryland boarder) that seemed to match perfectly. This 1850 census record shows:





David Mumma age 30 born PA [b. 1820 which matches the previous data] 


Mary Mumma age 24 born PA [b. 1826 which closely matches the previous data] 


Rebecca Mumma age 3 born PA [b. 1847] 


John Mumma age 9/12 born PA [b. Jan 1850 which also matches the previous info]





I believe this is the correct family, but they have an extra daughter by the name of Rebecca who does not appear in the 1880 Illinois census.  This must be because she is either married (I checked, however and she is not listed in the Illinois marriage registers] or she died prior to 1880.  Because of the places where the children were born and the census dates, we know the family left Franklin County, PA sometime between the census in Oct of 1850 and the birth of Sarah in 1858 in Illinois.





I also looked quickly at the 1830 census index for Franklin County and it lists a David Mumma and Jacob Mumma, both living in Peters Twp, Franklin Co., PA. Both of these should be heads of households and therefore, too old to be this David Mumma I am searching for. My guess is one of them is his father, but which one and who are they? I have not had time to follow up on this lead.





So, who is this David MUMMA, b. 1820 in PA? Possibly he is one of the Lancaster/Dauphin County, PA boys who went south.  He is the wrong age to be David Mumma [219] son of George Anthony Mumma, but he could be one of David's children.  We know David had children. He could even be the son of one of my bunch, Joseph Mumma [2187]. There are several possibilities 





I have been pleased and surprised with what has been accomplished just using my fingers on the keyboard!  I am very impressed with the amount of "data" that is now available on the Internet.





Here is the lineage as I see it, most of which is backed up with primary data.  It uses the Henry numbering system found on my web site.  U46 is simply "unidentified Tree #46"





U46-1 David N. Mumma b. 20 Jan 1820 Franklin Co., PA, d. 2 Mar 1887 Pauline, NE


+ Mary Harker, b. ~1826 PA, d. ? married 12 Jul 1843 as reported Baltimore Sun


    U46-11 Rebecca Mumma, b. ~1847 Franklin Co., PA?, d. ?


    U46-12 John Mumma, b. Jan 1850 Franklin Co., PA?, d. 14 May 1903, Pauline, NE


    + Josephine Mathena, b. ~1854 IL, m. 4 Nov 1875 Colchester, IL, d. 14 May 1903 NE


        U46-121 Anna F. Mumma, b ~May 1880 Colchester, IL, d. 1946 Adams Co., NE


        + William T. Overy b. 1871, m. 2 Jun 1897, d. 1936 Adams Co., NE


        U46-122 Gertrude Mumma, b. ~1885 ?, d. 14 May 1903 Pauline, NE


    U46-13 Sarah A. Mumma, b. ~1858 Il, d. ?





I added the information I learned today about William T. Overy while I was talking with Catherine, before I talked to you.  It seems dumb to keep working on this family as they are not close relatives, but it seems that their story needs to be told.





Here are the things which I think can be easily discovered locally and I would appreciate any assistance you can provide.





1) 1900 Census for Pauling, Adams Co., NE.  Look up the census record for John Mumma and determine whether or not his mother might have been living with them or any other boarders.  Since we know they lived near Pauline, I wouldn't expect it to be too hard to find them. Any other Mummas living in the near area?  Curious whether his mother is living with him.


[1900 Census for Little Blue Township, Adams County, NE p. 60]





2) Probate of Will for David Mumma - Probate Case # X-410.  This probate should list all of his children, his wife and a final settlement statement should be included as to how the money was distributed. We should be able to determine whether or not the eldest child, Rebecca Mumma, is living at this time and married.





3) Obituary for David Mumma shortly after 2 Mar 1887 - If an obituary was written, it might say something as to exactly where he was born in Pennsylvania and hopefully, some other goodies.  Since his Civil War service seemed important to him and the family, maybe there is a write up about him.





4) Church Records - I would be interested if this Mumma branch attended any of the local churches. Possibly Anna F. Mumma's wedding on 2 Jun 1897, was recorded in one of the churches near Pauline. Religions tell a lot about the Mumma family.  Many were devout Mennonites or followed the Church of the Brethren.





5) Death Records - Is there a death record filed for Mary Mumma?  Of course, she could have remarried. She is not listed in the tornado story as living locally, so my guess is she is already deceased.  Probably between 1890-1900 and her age would have been 66 to 76 years.





6) Cemetery Records - Is there any listing for the burial of Mary Mumma, John's mother? My guess is it was after 1890, but probably before 1900 (1900 census will help tell this)





================================================


Douglas M Mumma   


2123 Farmington Place


Livermore, CA 94550-6423





Phone:     (925) 447-5164 


Fax:       (925) 447-8202 


e-mail:    doug@mumma.org 


Home Page: http://www.mumma.org 
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